








HE Port and Town of Gibraltar be- 
ing become the Subjeét of moft Con- 
verfation, and its Prefervation the Ob- 
aa ject of every honeft Man’s Hopes and 
Withes; the great Confequence of it 
to this Kingdom never more juftly de- 
ferved our Attention than at this Time, if confider’d 
only in ¢wo Points; fir/, as it preferves to us the Con- 
veniency, Proteétion and Security of our Trade to the 
Streights, above That of all other Nations; more ef- 
pecially in Regard to the Algerines and Sal/ce-men, 
who are influenced by it to continue their Treaties 
made with us; which they never do longer with any 
other Nation than till they find it their Intereft to 
break them ; Second/y, in ref{pect to the great Advan- 
tage, which the Pofleflion of that Place hath already 
given us, when im War with France and Spain; and 
confequently will always give us again upon the like 
Occafions, whil{t we continue to keep it. 

Firft, in refpeét to our Trade; for as it commands 
the Paffage or Entrance of all our Navigation into the 
Mediteranean, both in Peace and War ; {0 it is equally 
neceflary, and as much our Interefi to keep it ourfelves, 
as it is for any Gentleman to keep Pofleffion of the 
Gate, which leads to his own Houfe; it being in the 
Power of Thofe, who poflefs this Port, at all Times to 
interrupt, annoy, or hinder whom they fhall think fit 
in their Trade, by keeping only fs or three Ships of 
War conftantly on that Station; in the fame Manner 
almoft as the Danes, by the Poffeflion of E/fneur, 
com- 
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command the Paflage into, and out of the Baltick ; 
fo that if this Port were in the Hands of any other 
Nation, it would be in their Power likewile either to 
permit us to navigate or trade within the Streizhts or 
not,as they fhoyld think fit; unlefs a very ftrong Squa- 
dron were conftantly kept at the Entrance of the 
Streights- Mouth to fecure the Paflage, and to be reliev- 
ed from Time to Time by frefh Ships; which would 
put us to a much greater Expence than we are now 
at, in keeping the Place in Difpute. 

Before England was in Pofleflion of Tangier, on the 
oppofite Side of the Streights, we were never able to 
deal with the A/gerines and other Turki/b Rovers ; who, 
for near a hundred Years, had carried ona _fucce/iful 
piratick War againft the Commerce of this Nation, 
and never could be teduced still, by the Situation and 
our Pofleflion of the above mention’d Place, we di- 
itreffed them fo much, not only by taking their Ships 
going in and coming out of the Streights, but alfo by 
retaking fuch of their Prizes, as they had taken in the 
Ocean, that at laft they were forced to be content with 
fuch a Peace as we would give them; the Continuance 
of which is now owing to nothing fo much as to our 
having been, for many Years pat and at prefent, in the 
fame Condition to chaftife thofe Rovers, by the Pof- 
feflion of Gibraltar, as we were before by the Pof- 
feflion of Tangier. 

The Security of our Italian, Turkey, and Fifh Trades 
intirely depends on our Poffeffion of this Place; and 
fhould we ever lofe it, or part with it, it is very rea- 
fonable to believe that both the A/zerines and Sal/ee- 
men would foon break with us agains fo that, in fuch 
a Cafe, the abovefaid Branches of Trade would almoit 
wholly fall into the Hands of our Rivals the French 
from Marfeilles; who, by their Situation, are always 
ready at Hand to furnith thofe Markets, as foonas they 
are in Want; while we, on our Part, fhall be obliged 
to carry on that Trade by the tedtous Methods of 
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Fleets and Convoys; and, at lait, perhaps, come long 
after the Market is fupplied by our Rivals. Befides 
all This, the Article of Jn/vrance, which would cer- 
tainly run much higher than ufual under thefe Cir- 
cumi{tances, would prove a heavy Charge onour Goods, 
more than on Thofe of other Traders, which would 
thereby very much alle thofe Branches of our Trade 
and Navigation. 

Nay, the Mifchief would not ftop here; for 
as the A/gerines, of late Years, cruiie in Sum- 
mer Time at the Mouth of our Channel (where 
they lately took a very rich Offend Eaft-India Ship) 
and as fome of them have alfo come into our very 
Ports two or three Years fucceffively ; fo it is poffible, 
that if we fhould lofe Gisra/tar, they may become, be- 
ing fo well acquainted with our Channel, a much more 
dangerous Enemy to us, than ever they were formerly; 
and may attack all our Trade in general, as the St. Ma. 
Jo Privateers did in the late Wars, whenever they 
fhall find that they can carry home their Prizes with- 
out Interruption; which is not to be done, unlefs we 
fhould be difpoffefled of Gibra/tar, and thereby take 
the Bridle, which had hitherto reftrained them, out of 
their Mouths. 

Secondly, in Refpe& to our Neighbours ; Gibra/ter 
is fituated in fuch a Manner, that it is in the Power 
of the prefent Poffeffors to cut off any naval Commu- 
nication, between one Port and another, of each of 
thofe to very powerful Kingdoms, with which we 
have had fuch frequent Occafions to be at War for 
almoft thefe forty Years paft; who would foon turn the 
Tables upon us, if they fhould recover this Place out 
of our Hands; efpecially in Times of any Rupture be- 
tween us; nothing being more felf-evident than that 
it gives to Thofe, who are Matters of it, the Sover- 
eignty and Command of the Commerce and Naviga- 
tion of the Med:teranean Sea, and makes it impracti- 
cable for any other Nation to trade there, without 
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their Leave. And farther, by our Poffeffion of this 
‘Place, all Nations within the Mediterranean will be 
obliged to court our Friendfhip, or fear our Power ; 
particularly the pyratick States; who, beholding Ven- 
geance fo near at Hand, will be thereby deterred from 
attempting to interrupt our Trade, while they are de- 
ftroying that of all others. 

Neither is this Advantage all that we reap from the 
Poffeffion of Gidra/tar ; for it hath put into our Hands 
almoft all the Freight-Trade into the Mediterranean 
for many Years pait; efpecially That of the Haméurg- 
Bers and Hollanders, who have made ufe of Briti/b 
Bottoms only, to carry on their Commerce in thofe 
Seas, till very lately; when the Dutch obtained a Peace 
with the Algerines, as it is faid /y our Means; whereby 
we are likely to lofe one of the greateft Advantages at 
prefent belonging tothe Navigation of Great-Britain; 
which we before enjoyed, whilft thofe Merchants 
made ufe of Exglif> Ships, finding it dangerous to ven 
ture their Eftates in any other. 

But laying afide all other Confiderations, there can- 
not be a ftronger Proof of the Importance, which the 
Poffeffion of this Place hath been to us, than that it 
hath in a Manner deftroyed the naval Power of France 
from the Hour of our taking it to the Conclufion of 
the fecond French War ; nor indeed could they ever 
fend‘any ‘naval Stores round about into thofe Seas, 
without an apparent Danger of their falling into our 
Hands, in going through the Streights; fo that the 
giestelt Part of their Fleet hath become ufelefs ever 
fin¢e, and never appeared at Sea again, but lay rotting 
in their Harbours. 

It would be needlefs to inforce this Argument with 
miny other Ihftances, Which might be given of the 

Advantage of this Port; but it muft not be forgot 
that its Promixity to Cadiz, the great Mart and Cen- 
tre of almoft all the Riches of America, gives us the 
ercateft Opportunity of comimanding that Port, = 
the 
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and the Trade frequenting it from the Wef-Indies 3 
which, in Time of War with Spaix, may be reckoned 
of no {mall Confideration or Importance. 

Whether therefore we look on Gitra/tar either in 
a mercantile or a political Light; fief) as it not on- 
ly fecures all our own Commerce to I/ta/y, Africa, 
and the Levant, from the Infults and Annoyance of 
thofe terrible Enemies the A/gerines and other Turk- 
ifo Rovers; but alio helps us to the Carriage-Trade 
of feveral other Nations; or, /ecundly, as it cuts off 
all Communication between the Ports of, our moft.for- 
midable Rivals, and thereby renders their naval Force 
very precarious and inconfiderable; the Peflefiion, of, 
this Place feems to be of fuch Importance, that. Lam, 
at a Lofs to guefs what Equivalent could begiven, us. 
for it. I.amfure, at leaft, that,any one of the fore- 
goivg Confiderations, taken fingly, would more. than,o- 
ver-balance all the Expence, which the Nation at- pre- 
fent feels.on that, Account, 

But once more, and to, conclude. As. the Advan- 
tages of Gi/raltar, which refult to ,this Kingdom from, 
the foregoing Particulars, are fully confirm’d,and de -. 
monitrated by. the Experience of many Years. pait s, 
fo the Prefervation of it, at this Time, is, of, much, 
greater. Importance than it ever was before, as will ap- 
pear by confidering the prefent, State of Affairs;, that, 
Mawufa@ures are {pringing up in moft, Parts of Eu- 
ropes and that feveral powerful States are endeavour- 
ing to vye with us in Commerce and a Maritime Forces 
which, ought to put us on the ftriteft Guard, and 
determine us, not to part, with, a, Place, which is mani- 
feftly of, fo. much Advantage, by. fecuring and_impro- 
ving our own, Trade and Navigation; as well as by 
defeating the Attempts of our Enemies and Rivals. 


T2 Mondays 








